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Senior 16yrs 

KORI Arts is a dynamic not for profit Youth Development Organisation that 
was formed in 2002. KORI uses creative arts as a vehicle to give young 
people practical opportunities for personal development. These opportunities 
enable the young people to step forward into leadership, learning essential 
skills and gaining experience that is transferable to their lives. In 2008 the 
Mentors and young artists aged 16-25yrs began their own project which  
they called ‘Youth Empowering Youth (YEY)’. 

‘YEY’ first began to realise its goal setting potential in 2008. Nine Mentors 
spent the year fundraising and making contact with Debrabant Secondary 
School in Dar es Salaam. In December that year they travelled to Tanzania 
to share their skills with 120 students at the school. This two week creative 
arts and sports programme, when gauged in inspirational terms, served  
as rocket fuel for both the Tanzanian young people and the ’YEY’ youth 
involved. The work of the young people from KORI was recognised by the 
Tanzanians (managers, teachers, students, artists etc) as ‘amazing’ and they 
were accordingly invited back to Tanzania again in 2010: this time to work 
with young people in Jang’ombe Secondary School and the SOS Children’s 
Village in Zanzibar. Their mission was and indeed will continue to be, to 
teach, share skills and empower young Zanzibaris to perform at the 13th 
Zanzibar International Film Festivals (ZIFF) to come. They were also invited to 
St Judes Secondary School in Arusha to undertake the same type of work as 
in 2008, but to do so in only four days!

FundrAising For tAnzAniA in seven MontHs!!!
The mentors, who were working under extreme time constraints found 
their journey to be both eye opening and hair raising. seven months to 
fundraise, buy tickets, arrange accommodation, get injections and visas! 
They responded magnificently, running a series of often inspired fundraising 
events to finance the experience ahead. From December 2009 – June 2010 
Schools, artists, parents and friends of the Haringey community in London, 



attended a range of events put on by the young people and made donations 
to support the coming journey. 

Some of these included:
• A celebrity themed Party for the 8-11 year olds 
• Community day at Milton road Community Centre
• KORI Youth Theatre sold tickets for their play ‘Gang Initiation Clinic’  
 at the Moors Cafe
• Parent Entrepreneur Jenny Mclaren donated sweets from her business  
 ‘Sugar Mummy’ that were sold at events’
• Parents and supporters donated gifts of school shirts, clothes, 
 shoes and books
• KORI Arts Facebook successfully rallied many supporters to donate 
 £10 each towards the trip
• The KORI Arts ‘Africa Band busked on the streets of London sharing 
 their work with and inspiring the public 
• Mentors acted as taxi’s, performed at events and appealed to their  
 teachers and friends for donations for the trip for other students
• Father and boys’ sponsored walk
• Performance and sweet sales(!) at Bristol refugee week
• Performance and non uniform day at Broadwater Farm Primary School.

This was all supported by the administration team working tirelessly with 
funders resulting in successful applications to The Commonwealth Youth 
Exchange, Petrofac and the Wood Green Rotary Club.

While this buzz of fundraising activity was going on so was the planning.  
The Tanzania Team split into four groups to prepare for the journey: 
• Managers - working with partners in Tanzania on risk assessment,   
 preparation of the trip itinerary, arranging accommodation, food and  
 transport etc. 
• Documenters – working together to record each stage of the journey:  
 creating a story in words, photographs and video snippets. 
• Workshop leaders - developing the workshops they intended to teach 
 and creating performance pieces for ZIFF 2010. 
• Seniors – Preparing to support the mentors, engage in work experience,  
 support the delivery of arts and sports (often to people their own age) and  
 communicate across language barriers. All in all a serious learning curve:  
 snatched away from the familiarity of their comfort zones: Exciting Stuff!

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

 

Visas for a large group take 
organising so have people 
specifically assigned to this task 
and make sure that your visa is 
the one that is appropriate for  
the specific activity that you plan.  
This helps to avoid problems with 
the immigration authorities when 
you are abroad. 



 
 

 
 

 
  Mentor 21yrs 

‘YOuTh EmPOWERInG YOuTh’ In ACTIOn
Robert Manondolo was a former teacher at Jang’ombe Secondary school.  
A school in a residential district of Zanzibar far from the tourist traffic of 
Stone Town. KORI Arts arrival in Tanzania enabled Robert to fulfil a long term 
desire of his: to develop the artistic talents of the young people in the school 
who he knew were burgeoning performing arts talents needing the guidance 
of structured techniques and clear direction. For the young artists, it was a 
perfect opportunity to blossom.

The Jang’ombe project took place on the sprawling grounds of the Zanzibar 
Police Academy across the road from the Jang’ombe Secondary School.  
This was arranged so that the attendance of 100 young people coming to 
the ‘YEY’ workshops of Dance, Music and Drama could be comfortably 
accommodated. There was also a large stage present, perfect for the end  
of project performance.  

On the first day at the school 14 young people from KORI Arts were 
introduced to interested students. The first few moments of that meeting were 
filled with tension as the school pupils who were mainly girls, respectfully 
clothed in Hijabs, and looked back at the gathering of London youth before 
them warily. That first meeting lasted for over an hour as the two groups 
introduced themselves through warm ups (drama and song) which ended to 
the delight of all in shared laughter and excitement about the project. 

The following day with the young people of Jang’ombe was a glory of hot 
sun combined with creative energies as the introduction of the art forms 
began in earnest. Teachers had given up their weekend to work as translators 
and the young artists delivered, fed back and performed, whilst keeping an 
ear out for quality of translations, plus an eye on body language and energy. 
It was a day of hard work and many adults from both the Police Academy 



and the school stood and watched as young people from two such different 
countries shared their abilities, issues and joys through the medium of  
the arts.

The over-all aim of the project was to:
• Transfer skills
• Boost confidence plus explore and understand social issues
• For the young people to share their different  life experiences 
• To create a comfortable space where the young people could have 
 fun through the arts.

 
 

 Mentor 21yrs 

By the end of three days the mentors had fully prepared the 100 young 
people to perform and apply the skills they had learnt on the project.  
Having supported them in preparing a performance order they handed 
over microphones and stepped back, watching the students of Jang’ombe 
perform to an invited audience. The stage vibrated with students performing 
the dance choreography that they had learnt. Two plays were also presented 
that explored issues that the Jang’ombe students had raised about: arranged 
marriages; Tanzanian exploitation through tourism; the importance of their 
heritage (including songs and poems that looked at identity) and also goals 
and their dreams for the future. 

The project felt frustratingly short to all and the mentors did struggle with  
the challenges of difficult translation and segregation of the genders. 
However, they were uplifted by the hard working enthusiastic students and  
the unity that was achieved by everyone through working together towards 
the end performance. 

As the KORI Arts mangers donated the brought gifts of shirts for the students 
and equipment for the school the Headmaster thanked KORI Arts and asked 
simply that the project be repeated for a longer period in the following year 
so that the students would gain an even deeper sense of the purpose of skills 
and gifts they were naturally blessed with.  

 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 
 

 
 



 
 

 
 

 
 

 
  Mentor 23yrs 

The S.O.S Children’s Village Zanzibar is located within seven kilometres of 
the harbour town of Stone Town: Zanzibar. Besides the 11 family houses, 
there is the village director’s house, an aunt’s house (S.O.S aunts care for 
S.O.S children in the absence of S.O.S mothers) and an administration 
and service area. The S.O.S Kindergarten came into being in 1995, and 
comprises four group rooms, a playground and several additional rooms. 
There is also a medical centre and a school. 

The village supports around 66 families with 300 beneficiaries in the 
community. Each house can have around 8-10 children who come to 
the Orphanage after they are identified by the Health and Social Care 
Department. This number can rise if and when siblings join the household. 
We were taken to visit one of the houses and meet the mother of the house. 
The accommodation was humble but more than adequate and the Mother  
of the house had been a mother at S.O.S for 21 years and was obviously 
very proud of her role.
  
At the time of the KORI Arts visit there were 112 Orphans in S.O.S who will 
be given support until they are 23 years old in one way or another. The ZIFF 
organisers were keen that some of the orphans benefit from our programmes 
so that they too could be part of the festival. In the planning meeting with the 
staff their enthusiasm was clear: building the confidence and life experience 
of their young people was key to them. They knew this would support them 
to overcome harsh early life experiences. Working through the arts and 
developing their gifts was in- keeping with their general ethos of developing 
the gifts of individuals. Facilitating them towards opening their opportunities 
in life.  

All felt the project was valuable and so after a long weekend of the team 
recovering from the previous project and enjoying magnificent Tanzanian 



beaches the ‘YEY’ young people settled down to work with 23 girls and 37 
boys in the beautifully conducive environment of the S.O.S Children’s Village.

As before the groups were divided into the art forms of Dance, Drama and 
Music Areas of choice had been decided by the Orphans supported by their 
carers. The job for the ‘YEY’ team was very particular here: supported by the 
seniors as well as sharing and getting to know the Orphans, they also had to 
prepare them for an International stage. They wanted to make sure that the 
standard of performances achieved was high so that they would be received 
well by the audiences at ZIFF. 

For 11 days the team worked for three hours daily, supporting and preparing 
the group for performance. The drama group listened to stories peovided by 
the mentors and gradually they decided to use two issues raised by the young 
people for plays: These were issues around HIV and becoming an orphan. 
The music group wrote songs and poems that were rich in their diversity and 
poignant in their expression of hope for the future, parental loss and love 
for their community. The dance flowered into two pieces a traditional piece 
taught by the orphans to the ‘YEY’ dance team and a choreography that the 
orphans were taught. At the end of each day during the reflection debrief, the 
orphans were given further motivation by the use of the donated gifts  
as incentives.

The staff were wonderfully supportive and they made the necessary 
arrangements for the performances of each artistic section to go so smoothly:  
printing tee-shirts so the Orphans were clearly identifiable and feeling proud 
in their togetherness. They performances were without a doubt testimony to 
the good work of the S.O.S philosophy and very committed staff.  They and 
blossomed under the focussed and skilled guidance of the KORI Arts team. 
Despite their obvious nervousness they all performed to the best of their 
ability on the ZIFF Stage: the beam of pride and achievement as they came 
off each day was one that flowed through  all the S.O.S people and the ‘YEY’ 
team alike!

 
 

 
 
 

 Senior 16yrs 

 
 
 

 

 
 

 
 

 
 



 
 

 
 

 
  

Mentor 21yrs 
 
ZIFF is East Africa’s largest film, music and arts Festival, it brings new talents 
together from all over the world! For the 13th ZIFF, some of the most 
captivating cinema from Africa and beyond was screened in venues across 
the island. Both local shorts and international world-premiers are show 
cased. This year’s theme was ‘Hope and Harmony’ a fantastic concept for 
our young people to work together on. The festival also included a children’s 
panorama focused on exposing young people to film and work shopping 
them around the issues: an area that was led successfully by Robert. So whilst 
the work was happening at the S.O.S Children’s Village the 10 day Festival 
began and the KORI Arts team began a very challenging schedule of: 

• Working for three hours each evening at the S.O.S Children’s Village
• The young artists in the team, rehearsing and practising for five days of  
 performance at the festival. 
• Work experience for Seniors in the ZIFF offices and at the festival
• Documenting! Documenting! Documenting!
• Mentors stage managing, MC’ing and supporting the sound engineering  
 at the festival

It was the busiest the team had been, the biggest challenge was getting 
access to the showers in the morning and hand washing clothes, (especially 
for those used to a lot of support at home)! One of the mentors had taken 
the role of managing the money for the trip and this meant that getting a 
hang of the African wide bartering system was essential, prices changed daily 
for food and services! Each day a stream of taxi’s or minibuses needed to  
be paid for. They were needed to transport 16 people often going off in  
three directions!  

 
 Senior 16 yrs 



The ZIFF Festival was in the Old Forte in Zanzibar a place formerly used to 
auction African slaves that were heading for Arab markets. The first courtyard 
when on entry has grand circular terraces, like a roman amphitheatre, in 
which audiences sat to watch the range of films on offer. The outskirts were 
peopled by sellers in numerous booths purveying a range of food, jewellery 
and paintings to the endless stream of tourists from all over the world. A gate 
leads to another area, which at this time was home to the performing arts 
stage used by the bands that graced the festival from all over Africa. At ZIFF 
the bands played all day but later once the film stage had closed the best 
bands would take the stage and play late into the night!

The KORI Arts young artists expanded their performance experience by 
sharing their dance and music sets on the stage to large Tanzanian and 
International audiences. Once the S.O.S group began their series of 
performances as well the trip felt as if it was achieving all its aims. Here  
and now the youth were truly empowering each other!

The work experience proved difficult and time consuming but it was also eye 
opening for the young people. They were given a behind the scenes insight 
into the work of an office made up of Tanzanian staff and International 
volunteers all focussed on different tasks, struggling together to coordinate 
the sizeable Festival. 

The seniors enjoyed working on the reception, performance stage and the 
gates for a few nights until the managers of KORI decided that the work was 
more suited to adult Tanzanians because of possible conflict. The experience 
taught valuable lessons and enabled the young people to straddle language 
barriers and comfort zones daily. 

 
 

Mentor 21yrs 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 

 
 

 
 

 
 



St Judes - Arusha

 
 

 
 

  Mentor 20yrs 
 
Kim Saville Deputy Head at St Judes School in Arusha, Northern Tanzania, 
invited KORI Arts to visit on their last leg of their 2010 trip. The school was 
founded in February 2002 by Australian Gemma Rice. It began with one 
teacher and a single classroom. Seven years later the school has grown to 
over 1300 students who receive free education in a school spread across two 
amazing campuses and employing over 350 local staff. 

Each year new buildings are constructed to house the following year’s intake 
of students. This allows the oldest students to progress into the year above 
and will eventually see them all the way through to the end of secondary 
school. The various sponsorship and donation schemes, which have been 
set up at the school, have enabled the dream of educating underprivileged 
children to become a reality. 

The sponsors provision of buses has allowed children, who would normally 
start walking at 4am, to get a ride to school. The sponsorship of teachers has 
allowed students to be taught by the best local Tanzanian teachers: who are 
being assisted by qualified Western teachers. 

When KORI Arts visited, the school was on the cusp of change, planning to 
transform their curriculum to a baccalaureate International one: which they 
feel will enable them to have more flexibility in their teaching and enable the 
development of lateral thinking in the pupils. This change is unprecedented in 
Tanzania: most schools cling to outdated curriculae left behind by the British 
colonial authorities. St Jude’s believe that if they are to produce teachers and 
young people who are independent thinkers and leaders in their society: they 
have to opt out of a rigid under-educating system that is focused on learning 
by rote. 

KORI’s visit was timely as the new curriculum very much values arts and 
sports as a valuable way of developing self confidence; nurturing creativity 
and developing latent abilities. The young people of ‘YEY’ were joyously 



welcomed by the children and teachers alike and over a week they worked 
across the secondary classes preparing them for a show assembly. They 
wanted to wow their teachers with their talent for drama, music, dance  
and storytelling. 

One of the highlights of this section of the trip happened at 5.30am each 
morning. Two KORI Arts Ka-Zimba (African Martial Arts), teachers delivered 
an hour of training to a circle of 200 students before they started the school 
day. The workshops were breathtaking, set against the awe inspiring back-
drop of Mount Meru; Mist rising as the day awakened to dawn; the students 
engaged energetically with the stances and stretches modelled for them.

They moved in rhythmic harmony in the KaZimba form called Ngoma, 
practicing blocks strikes and kicks with the whole spectacle held together by 
the drumming. Another highlight was afternoon football, led by one of the 
mentors each afternoon, transferring football drills to an enthusiastic group 
of teenagers that they could use even in the absence of their ‘YEY’ teachers, 
to improve their game. 

In St Judes the confidence that the young team had gained from working 
with Jang’ombe Secondary School and S.O.S Childrens Village was clear. 
They effortlessly delivered their workshops, communicating with teachers and 
pupils alike and assessing their impact. At the end of the school day, they 
took the school bus with the children to see the areas that they came from. 
They were humbled by the experience. Seeing children dropped off in shelters 
close to rubbish dumps really impacted on them and brought home the 
advantages that were theirs as young people living in England. 

The Tanzanian children were fascinated by the heritage of the English 
mentors. They were mainly used to Europeans visiting the school and felt 
a different connection withthe mentors who are of African and Caribbean 
heritage. They were touched by hearing the stories of fundraising that the 
young people had undertaken to reach Tanzania and clearly recognised  
them as role models.



 
 

 
 
 

 
Mentor 23yrs 

The Assembly at the end of the week was Inspirational. After such a short 
period (four days) the Students of St Jude’s took the stage and paraded 
the skills they had learnt. Two classes performed stories eloquently and 
confidently. The whole show interjected with songs and the enjoyment of 
the dancers brought a smile to even the sternest teachers face!

 
 

 
 

 
 

 

 
 

 
 



The journey back to the UK was a poignant one, as the plane touched down 
at Heathrow airport the young people of ‘YEY’ breathed out. Aims had been 
accomplished, work had been done, connections made, but what next? The 
concept of sustainable projects has been incorporated into the vision of ‘YEY’ 
since its creation in 2008. This trip was conceived as part of an exchange set 
within the larger agenda of continuing work with our partners both in the UK 
and Tanzania. 

This second trip to Tanzania had meant that the work was received well 
and recognised so partners had come forward with the hope of being part 
of future projects. So whilst the young people had been busy delivering the 
artistic workshops the Director of KORI Arts and a mentor who was given 
the focus of developing partnerships, met with several potential partners in 
Tanzania who were keen to work with KORI Arts to develop programmes of 
sharing and learning skills in their own organisations for the empowerment 
and enrichment of their young people. 
 
Forming solid partnerships takes time and effort, as agendas need to be clear 
on both sides. The successful partnerships from this trip were the following:

• Robert  Manondolo- Head of the Children’s Panorama at ZIFF and former  
 teacher at Jang’ombe Secondary School.
• Zanzibar University: To develop and deliver courses in the arts
• Jangombe Secondary school: To provide artistic development and youth  
 exchanges for 60 young people
• S.O.S Children’s Village- Zanzibar: To develop artistic programmes for  
 their students
• St Judes Secondary School: To develop their arts and sports curriculum
• Zenji Hotel: To share artistic skills and provide work experience for 
 young people.

 
 

 

SOS Children’s Village – Zanzibar 17 Yrs
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A night of inspirAtion And motivAtion for  

those who wish to shAre their skills in AfricA. 

host: Kori Arts ‘Youth empowering Youth’ 

- Interactive presentation sharing the recent    

  work in tanzania 2010
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 moravian hall, priory road, london n8 7hr / Contact us on 0208 889 2863 / 07811 319 605
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Interactive Presentations 4-8pm

Followed by a celebration After Party till late... 

november 13th 2010 - Venue open the gate, 

The Black Culture Café, 33-35 stoke newington road, n16 8BJ

Guests Partners:

• Black History Walks - Presenting History of African Self Help

• Emashe - Presenting their E.A.T Programme

• Youth Learning Network  - Sharing their Educational tours in Ghana

• Afrikan revolution Collective - Sharing their vision for work in Africa

After a short breathing space back home, ‘YEY’ was up and running(!): 
completing evaluations, presenting experiences at schools, youth projects, 
also for funders and planning events to consolidate partnerships. The team 
continued to hone their skills using their experiences to contribute to Black 
History workshops at Dunraven, Chestnut, Broadwater Farm (Haringey), and 
Queenswell (Barnet) Primary Schools. They also began attending funding 
meetings to make a youth exchange in 2011 a reality. 

A key focus of ‘YEY’ during this period has been the event African Journeys 
2010. This was a community much needed debrief in which ‘YEY’ presented 
their experiences and learning in Tanzania to members of the public. The 
foundation concept of this event has been participatory partnership and in 
this context the stage was shared by presenters representing organisations 
from four geographical corners of London, each with a stake in youth 
development and African exchange. It was attended by over 200 people and 
the sharing and reception of the ‘YEY’ group and other young leaders was 
truly magnificent!!

In consolidating and sharing the work the ‘YEY’ team, its documenters and 
leaders felt that much had been achieved:

•  14 young people from KORI Arts ‘YEY’ Programme fundraised together  
 with their youth programme and the  community to enable the trip 
  to happen
• They worked in local schools before the trip to keen their skills and share  
 their aspirations with other young people
• They pooled their skills and experiences to plan the trip and the sharing  
 of their skills with Tanzanian young people
• They successfully worked with over 300 young people in Tanzania   
 enabling them to take part in ZIFF and share their gifts with their own  
 schools and communities on their return
• They documented and evaluated their learning through blogging, 
 video diaries and written evaluations
• They returned to London and shared the work they achieved in Tanzania  
 with young people in schools and organisations across London especially  
 during the Black History period. 



We would first of all like to thank all the young people and 
managers, parents and supporters of KORI Arts for their hard work 
and inspired commitment to Tanzania 2010!   

We especially thank all our new partners, supporters, parents and 
friends who kept our dream alive and enabled our programme in 
Tanzania to be all we planned.

We would like to give a special thank you to our funders especially 
the ‘Common Wealth Youth Exchange’ for understanding and 
supporting our vision and playing their part in making it happen. 

 
Ethiopia



Over the past 20 years Odiri has worked as Storyteller, performer and workshop leader 

across through festivals, conferences, libraries, mental health, foster care, refugee 

groups and prisons services and schools. She has founded three companies with other 

artists; ‘Women Tellers’ for promoting the art of Storytelling; Evwreni Productions that 

trained African and Caribbean Artist and current company KORI ARTS focused on 

developing and empowering  young people through the Arts and Sports. Odiri’s work 

has covered the greater portion of London with her craft being taken to national and 

international forums, across England and including Ireland, Jersey, Sri Lanka, Jamaica, 

& Tanzania. Increasingly, she is asked to provide training for teachers and play workers 

and youth workers in development work with young people. 

Odiri is passionate about her work with young people and through the veichle that is 

KORI ARTS has provided a bridge for young people of the African Diaspora to develop 

their skills and understanding and connection with young people in Africa. Odiri’s first 

visited Tanzania in 2004, returned in 2008 with eight young leaders that ran a 

successful Arts School in Debrabant Secondary School. This project supported by 

the British Council in London will bring more skilled and dynamic young Aficans 

and Caribbeans to share and learn in Tanzania. 

For over 25 years Olusola Adebiyi (known as Sola) has been finding creative ways 

to educate young people. Sola’s drive to reach children and youth has led to him 

becoming a story teller; a workshop leader; a youth worker: as well as a training  

manager for KORI ARTS. Sola’s impactful stories have been used in many different 

settings through out the UK and in some international venues to promote deep  

learning and to generate insight. He is a martial artist, practicing a unique art form 

called KaZimba Ngoma which lends itself to discipline, theatre performance,  

percussion and general creativity. Through this Sola has developed an approach 

to leadership that provides experiential learning. In fact Sola has increasingly been 

called upon to facilitate groups of young people and professionals (teachers, youth 

workers, managers, etc): creating personal journeys through the metaphors of story, 

sound and movement.

Sola has a passion for the development of potential in young people. He is a firm 

believer that potential is a limitless concept and that everyone can learn. Sola 

recently co-facilitated the eight young leaders that ran a successful Arts Programme  

at Debrabant Secondary School in Tanzania. He looks forward to evaluating another  

success this year in Zanzibar.

Director of KORI ARTS

Training Manager



Co-founder of KORI ARTS YOUTH THEATRE whose first project was a newly written 

play called ‘The Gang Initiation Clinic.’ In November 2009 play was performed to the 

British Councils China’s Creative Delegation. The play has been called a ‘relatable 

and relevant piece of social commentary’. 

   

Aside from directing Lydia also teaches drama in schools and youth groups around 

London. In 2009 Lydia was chosen to travel to China as a part of the British Councils 

Creative Arts Exchange.

In 2008 Lydia travelled with KORI ARTS to Tanzania and worked in school with young 

people to create a powerful piece of drama that was performed to the school and  

other members of the community. In Zanzibar Lydia will be working through drama with 

the young people to create a performance that is reflective of life for Zanzibar youth. 

 
Lydia will also be creating and performing a drama piece at Ziff Festival with the other 

members of KORI ARTS that will convey life and the typical youth culture of London. 

Interested in developing young people through Drama and Writing. Vanessa manages 

the KORI ARTS Academic Club in London which pushes young people to do well 

academically by teaching them creatively and supporting them with mentoring.

Vanessa is a creative practitioner that is currently studying for a Performing Arts Degree. 

Committed to working with young people using theatre games and dance for their  

empowerment. In Zanzibar Vanessa will be working through drama and performing 

at the Ziff Festival. 

Dramatist and Youth worker

Actress/Youth Mentor

 

A young passionate musician with a love for the drums and music production.  

Onome has been playing the djembe for his entire life, studying techniques and 

rhythms from West Africa. Onome also has a love for creative writing and has 

performed and taught poetry and rap across London.

In Zanzibar Onome will be working with Rap poet Stephanie Turner and percussionist

Aaron Tanice leading the youth in creating a performance based around West African 

drumming and vocal expression for the Ziff Festival.

Musician



A culturally diverse vocalist performer who is currently studying Media and Cultural 

Studies at the University of Arts London, continually performing her poetry and song, 

as well as facilitating creative writing workshops in and around London schools, youth 

organisations and secure units.

A regular performer, this year has already heard her voice at Tate Britain, the Jazz Cafe, 

London Transport Museum, The V&A, Cochrane Theatre, The Roundhouse, Barbican 

Centre as well as having two of her poems published in a Barbican Anthology. 

Stephanie will be working along side Onome Edgeworth creating a performance for 

the ZIFF Festival, and also developing writing and performance with the young people  

in Tanzania. 

Aaron is a musician and a carpenter. He is also a leader in Emasha an African 

dance group ensemble. He currently teaches African drums in schools. Whilst in  

Tanzania he will be managing and developing the creative output of all the other 

artists in the group.

Vocalist/Performer 

Performer 

Ocean is a dance teacher, choreographer who currently teaches street dance to 

young people. He has studied ballet, hip-hop, contemporary and jazz dance 

styles at the Urdang Dance Academy and also has studied Ghanian dance styles. 

Performing widely with a range of dance companies; including Union Dance and 

Candoco Dance Company in London, the British Council in China and the 

National Youth Theatre in Dubai. Ocean also taught workshops in Norway and 

for various projects around the UK. 

Whilst in Tanzania Ocean will be bringing different street dance skills and 

choreographing dance with young people.

Dance Teacher

 

 



Darrian is 16 and just finishing his GCSEs. In his spare time he likes listening to music, 

composing lyrics for rap and poetry, Darrian also likes to play football and has an 

interest in performing arts. Darrian is a grounded and warm hearted young man 

studying hard and long in school to achieve his best possible grades. 

Darrian is very excited to go to Zanzibar and is looking forward to working and 

developing a relationship with the young people there. 

Yoma is a year 10 student at Alexandra Park School. Next year she will sit her final 

GCSE Exams. Yoma’s interests are working with younger children and learning 

sociology. Yoma’s visited Tanzania in 2008 and worked in a primary school which 

she found an amazing experience. 

Yoma is looking forward to coming back to Tanzania because she is very open minded 

and enjoys learning about people in different environments. This time Yoma will be 

supporting the Ziff Festival team and gaining valuable work experience.

Student

Student

Student

Kadija has just taken her GCSE’s and is very passionate about Fine Art. She enjoys 

working with different kinds of materials in different enviornments. 

Kadija is excited about creating new friendships with children on the other side of 

the world. Visiting Zanzibar for the first time will make the most out of the experience. 

Kadija is looking forward to working with the children and understanding a whole 

new culture. On the trip she will be supporting the Ziff Festival team, and will be  

there to support her group and add some enthusiasm.



Anthony is a seventeen years old student studying IT at St Thomas More Secondary 

School in 6th form. His passions are music, performance, and youth work. Going to 

Tanzania is going to be great opportunity for Anthony to broaden his horizons and see 

what this part of Africa is really like. Anthony hopes to be a valuable part of the team 

and plans to use this opportunity of doing work experience in Tanzania to inspire other 

young people when he return to London. 

Maya is currently studying accounting and finance at the University of Birmingham.

Maya’s skills mean she has been focused on the fundraising aspect of this journey, 

handling the budgeting and assisting with the funding applications.

In Tanzania Maya will make sure that the budget is smoothly managed. Maya is 

also passionate about dance and will be supporting the artistic and performing 

with the dancers.

Student

Student

 

Emperor Bayo is a young versatile musician and robust vocal performer. His skills in 

this field have enabled him to gain a greater understanding of society due to  

performing across London. Emperor Bayo is an exuberant actor, an adroit writer and 

an abecedary in the technical aspect of theatre and performance. Whilst he is still a 

student he also is an educational mentor to younger children at KORI ARTS weekly 

academic support group.

Emperor Bayo has studied different aspects of Media for three years and has some 

experience in filming and multi media. In 2008 Bayo along with a small team, 

documented the Arts School that was run by eight young KORI ARTS leaders in 

Tanzania through video recording. Emperor Bayo is looking forward to being in 

Tanzania again, gaining work experience at the Ziff Festival and contributing to  

making the trip successful.

Student

 



Ebru is a Youth development and learning mentor with extensive experience in

mentoring young people. Ebru is currently one of the mentors that co-run several 

free academic and drama clubs across the borough of Haringey.

While the mentors are working with the children of Zanzibar, there will be a team of KORI ARTS 

documenters recording every minute! Everything that happens will be relayed through video diaries,  

blog updates and documentary style short films. The team bringing you the story of our trip are....

Antonio is a criminology student at Manchester University with a passion for 

analysingthe criminal justice system. Antonio’s passion extends to analysing the way 

in which society is constructed, as well as the way culture varies all over the world.

Youth Mentor

Student

 

Dorette has many years of graphic design experience working on a broad spectrum of 

projects, within different sectors from mail order, charity to publishing. Where she has 

had the responsibility of delivering in-house creative jobs from direct mail, annual 

reports, advertisements publications, brochures, newsletters to booklets, Dorette also 

has gained great knowledge and experience working with photographers, designing  

and directing photo shoots.

Graphic Designer
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